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local authorities and the Press. Assisted by soldiers in
plain clothes, it waged an extremely aggressive guerrilla
warfare, making the roads unsafe behind the front, and
particularly interfering with our telephone cables."
Had the German Army been mobilized and deployed
three days earlier, a more sweeping and decisive result
would probably have been gained. At the outbreak
of war time is always of the greatest importance, and
in certain situations it is vital. Kemember Napoleon's
" Vitesse, vitesse"*
According to the first despatch of Sir John French,
commanding the British Expeditionary Force, to the
Secretary of State for War, dated 7th September, 1914,
it appears that the plan of landing the British Army on
the Belgian coast was abandoned at the outset, and
instead the more secure landing-places, Dunkirk, Calais,
and Boulognef were selected, in agreement with the
French Government. After a consultation between
Keld-Marshal French and General Jofire it was agreed
that the British should then move up to a deployment
zone Conde-Mons-Maubeuge, and, as will be seen later,
by the 22nd August the British Army was ready to give
battle, or at least was completing its deployment, in
this area. The desire of the Army Commander to attack
and disperse the British and Belgian divisions before
leaving Flanders was not to be fulfilled.
* What Napoleon wrote to Marshal Masse"na on 18th April, 1809,
was: "Activity activity vitesse / Je me recommande h vous" It was a
postscript, in Napoleon's own handwriting, to the letter given in
Correspondanee 15087.
f There is no mention of these ports in Sir John French's
Despatch, and the two first-named ports were not used. As will be
seen, Von Kluck was obsessed with the idea that the B.E.P. had
landed at the places he names here, and that its communications
ran east and west.

